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D. Yungblut 

•! Harvested 50 acres of corn silage at 20 tons/ac  
•! Ensiled 1000 tons 
•! Lost 25% to shrinkage (250 tons) 
•! Only 750 tons available to feed 

http://www.agriview.com 

If you don’t measure it, you can’t manage it!! 

http://www.sheknows.com 

•! Base hybrid choice on data from independent variety tests 
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(Lauer, 2009) 

Harvesting too early causes  
= Low yields, less starch (energy), and 
possible seepage 

•! Poor packing,  

•! More porosity,  

•! More yeasts 
and molds,  

•! More spoilage & 
DM losses,  

•! Short bunk life,  

•! Disease and 
mycotoxins,  

•! Lower starch 
and fiber 
digestibility Betterfarming.com 

Talk.newag.com 

(Mertens, 2013) 

DMI, 
lb/day 

Milk yield 
lb/day FCM 

lb/day Fat % Protein % 

 + 1.1 
lb/day 

 + 1.1 
lb/day 

Processing effects on DMI and milk production 
 + 2 
lb/day 

Johnson and Harrison (2001a) 

Harvesting late  
reduces starch 
digestibility 

millenniummale.com 

www.depi.vic.gov.au 
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Adapted from Bolsen, 2013 
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Griswold, Craig & Dinh 

Nwnyteam.org 

Source: Bill Mahanna 

!! Are your tire walls 
touching? 
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Density, lb DM/cu ft 

Dry density effect on DM 
loss, % (Ruppel et al., 1995) 

(Holmes and Muck, 2012) 

lb/cu ft 

But dry density cannot be 
measured in the field and is 
affects porosity 

New recommendation 

Use wet /bulk density (porosity) 
instead of dry density 

Old recommendation 

http://www.extension.org/ 
Penn State Ag Safety and Health) 

(Holmes and Muck, 2012) 

www.flickr.com 

Diane Schmidt 
Monarch butterfly painted on a 
Silage bag 
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6-feet bags 

12-feet bags 

Feed out 12 inches /
day 

chinooksilagecovers.com 

www.farmanddairy.com 
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www.fritschequipment.com 

3 ft 

1 ft 

Hay and forage.com 

•! If you must use 2 sheets overlap edges by 6 
feet and weight down with heavy tires / 

multiple layers of tires 

•!   

www.wormsandgermsblog.com 
canadianhayandsilage.com 

happilymarriedtothecows.blogspot.com 
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http://www.afsbagman.com/bunker-covers--silage-
shield.html 

connormarketing.wordpress.com 

Make two small piles instead 
of one big one 

geovoices.geonetric.com 


