Pesticides - Pesticide Applicator Licensing and Certification Frequently Asked Questions:

What type of pesticide applicator license do I need? 
It depends on the type of pesticide you need to use and the manner in which you use it. In order to purchase, use, or supervise the use of any restricted use pesticide on your property or the property of your employer, while engaged in the production of an agricultural commodity, a Private Applicator License is the appropriate license to obtain. When not engaged in the production of an agricultural commodity, a Commercial Applicator License in the appropriate category is required to purchase, use, or supervise the use of restricted use pesticides on your property or the property of your employer. In order to provide pesticide applications of any type of pesticide, whether general use or restricted use, to the property of another person, and collect a fee for these services, both a Commercial Applicator License and a Pesticide Contractor License are required.

How do I obtain a Private Applicator license? 
The University of Georgia Cooperative Extension Service provides the training exercise necessary to obtain a private applicator license. You may arrange for this training to be provided to you by contacting the County Extension Agent in your County. After you participate in the training session, your Extension Agent will send the necessary documentation to the Georgia Department of Agriculture Pesticide Division for processing, and your license will be printed and mailed to you. This process may take three to four weeks to complete, but if you need to purchase or use a restricted use pesticide immediately, a temporary license number can be assigned to you. Just ask the County Agent to call the Georgia Department of Agriculture Pesticide Division at (404) 656-4958 to obtain a temporary license number immediately upon your completion of the training exercise. This will allow you to purchase and use restricted use pesticides on your property or the property of your employer until your official private applicator license arrives in the mail.

What is the duration and cost of a private or commercial pesticide applicator's license? 
Both the private and commercial pesticide applicator's license are valid for a five year period. The fee for the commercial pesticide applicator's license is $25.00, and there is no fee to obtain a private pesticide applicator's license.

How do I renew my pesticide applicator's license when it expires?
You must be re-certified to renew your pesticide applicator's license. There are two options you may choose to accomplish this. The first option is that you may participate in the private applicator training again to renew your private applicator's license. The second option is for you to accumulate the required re-certification credit hours during your five year license period. Please note that all re-certification credit hours must be received in the Georgia Department of Agriculture Pesticide Division office at least 90 days prior to the expiration of your license. Private applicators must obtain three (3) re-certification credit hours in order to renew the private applicator's license. To search for upcoming approved re-certification courses in your licensed category, please examine the following internet link for “Pesticide Applicator Re-certification Courses.” All licensees who obtain the required re-certification credit hours will be mailed a renewal notice approximately 90 days prior to license expiration.
Pesticide Applicator Re-certification Courses:

http://www.kellysolutions.com/Ga/Applicators/Courses/courseindex.htm
Check the status of credit hours attained for your current pesticide License online:

http://www.kellysolutions.com/GA/Applicators/
What should I do if I move, lose or damage my license? 
If your pesticide license is lost or damaged you may request a new one by calling or emailing the Georgia Department of Agriculture.  Also, if you have a change of address you should notify the GDA office so important license renewal information can be sent to you.  To request a new license contact the GDA office at (404)656-4958 or e-mail mloggins@agr.state.ga.us.

