= [t'Smistietoeinmy treeltityatilagok tupito the tap

ofiyourdeciduaustrees (they shotld be darmant)in
the middie of Decemberandisee greenleaves; thenyou
mighthaveaimistietae prablem>Pethaps thelonlygoad
tise afimistletaelis thatitcan be used postmartem ta llre
tinsuspecting sweethearts ta'a Kissrarouhd Christmas time:
Farthe otherda4 days of theyear, itisactually’cansidered
an infectiotis parasite that kilisitreest [t's gkayito simaoch
underthe mistietoe = just don‘teatit since'it can make you
veryisickl So, hestre talkeep itaway fromichildrentand pets
duringthe holidays.

I aakiilit has newleavestitsgreentisit Spring? Na

distietoe s an evergreen, parasitic plantfaund onia wide
rangeaftres hostsincluding alder birch, cottonwoad;
maple, oak; hickory'and elm; amonglathers: Mistletoe
ghtains waterand nutrientsfram the hasttree, butitis
nottatallydependent; Leaves of thelmistletae cantain
chioraphyll'and are'capahle of making theirawn foad
fromicathan dioxide and waterlikelother plants: Birds
feediontheherriasiand depasit themianinew treesin
theirdrappings, which'is Rew mistletoe spreads from tree
toitteel When the seads germinate, they grow through

the hark'and into thevascularsystem ofithe host where
itabtains waterand minerals: This can'be particularly
strassfulto trees during drought. Treesthatare heavily
ihfested by mistletoe overa period afiseveralyears mayhe
reducediinivigar, become stunted, an even Killed,‘especially
ifsubjectedita dratightstrass; harshwintercanditions,
constructioningury, diseasesyinsects, orather conditions
whichifurtherweaken thetree:

Mistletae arows slowlyat firstand it maybeyears before
seadsare praduced. Healthytreesare able to'toleratesmalk
mistietaeinfestations; bt ihdividtalib¥anchesmayhe
compromised and susceptible towind arsnaw breakage.
Since mistletoe takes severalyears to produceseed, stmply
remaving itwill provide'same pratection fram'spreading.
Hawever, ifiyotl remove anlyithe mistletae; itwilk prabahly
resgrow. Taeffectivelycantral mistiétae; itshouldhe
pruned oneto two featbeyond the paint of attachment. If
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the mistietoe is located an'a main limbior trunk; remaving
the top ofithe mistletoe and wrapping the cut With'an
apague plasticto'prevent sunlightimay bebeneficial. Since
mistletae requireslight; itwiltdie withina cauple of years:
It may/be necessaryto repeat this treatment, especially if
the wrapping becomes detached orithe mistletoeishot
campletely killed:

Inaddition te theseimechanical cantrals, the grawth
requlatorethephonmay be Used Wwhenitreas aredormant.
Research conducted in‘other states indicates that growth
reqgllators; such as ethephon, are effective in managing
mistletae. To be effective, the'sptay must he appliedin the
dormantseasoniand thoroughly wet the mistletoe faliage.
Mistletoe'shoats may re-sproutin3-5yearsiand require re=
treatment, Itis notKnowniwhateffectrepeated sprayings
every fewyears will have on either the mistletoe’s survivalor
the hosttree’s vigor.

Removing infectedilimbsimay notheeasywhen the
mistletoe'is in‘a tree tap. Yedarsago, people wauldishootit
outwithishotguns, butwe daon'trecommendithat now. This
might be'agood reasonita hire an ISAcertified arbariston
large, highvaluetreas: Thiscantral'method can be difficult
since yauimust be carefulnot to leave stubsiand shauld
follow proper tree pruning techniques. Avoid tapping’
trees, since thisdestroys their'shapeand can'make them
atriskctalosing limbs later. Catching mistletae early:isthe
Key ta successfullymanaging this danaging pest. Severely
infested treesshauld prabably be removedientirely to
avaid liahility'and the'potential spread of mistletoe to
adjacenttrees. Considerplanting new trees that are notas
susceptibleto'mistletaain neighhothaods where'thisisa

‘majorissue.
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