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                    Select Language
English
Spanish / Español

Afrikaans
Albanian / Shqip
Arabic / العربية
Armenian / Հայերեն
Azerbaijani / Azərbaycan
Basque / Euskal
Belarusian / Беларус
Bulgarian / Български
Catalan / Català
Chinese (Simplified) / 中文(简体)
Chinese (Traditional) / 中文(繁體)
Croatian / Hrvatski
Czech / Čeština
Danish / dansk
Dutch / Nederlands
Estonian / Eestlane
Filipino / Pilipino
Finnish / Suomalainen
French / Français
Galician / Galego
Georgian / ქართული
German / Deutsch
Greek / Ελληνικά
Haitian Creole / Kreyòl Ayisyen
Hebrew / עברית
Hindi / हिन्दी
Hungarian / Magyar
Icelandic / Íslensku
Indonesian / Bahasa Indonesia
Irish / Gaeilge
Italian / Italiano
Japanese / 日本語
Korean / 한국어
Latvian / Latvietis
Lithuanian / Lietuvių
Macedonian / Македонски
Malay / Bahasa Melayu
Maltese / Malti
Norwegian / norsk
Persian / فارسی
Polish / Polski
Portuguese / Português
Romanian / Română
Russian / Русский
Serbian / Srpski
Slovak / Slovenčina
Slovenian / Slovenščina
Swahili / Kiswahili
Swedish / svenska
Thai / ไทย
Turkish / Türkçe
Ukrainian / Українська
Urdu / اردو
Vietnamese / Tiếng Việt
Welsh / Cymraeg
Yiddish / ייִדיש
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                            Users agree that automated translations may not effectively convert the intended design, meaning, and/or context of the website, may not translate images or PDF content, and may not take into account regional language differences. Any person that uses the translated site does so at that person’s own risk. UGA Extension is not responsible for any damages, costs, liability, or risk associated with any use, functionality, and/or content of the website translations.

                            For more information, visit the Language Translation page.
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                                About Us:

                                UGA Extension agents, staff and trained volunteers keep local communities informed through county Extension offices. We offer reliable information and programs in the areas of agriculture, food, families, the environment, and 4-H youth development. Let us help you learn, grow, and do more! 
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    Office Hours:

Our office is open Monday- Friday 8am-5pm



We are closed daily for lunch from 12-1pm

If you need an appointment during lunch hours please contact our office 770-307-3029 

and we will be glad to schedule that for you. 

We look forward to serving you!

 







		
            
		

	

    
    





		
            
		

	

    
    





		
            
		

	

    
    





		
            
		

	

    
    





		
            
		

	

    
    





		
            
		

	

    
    





		
            
		

	

    
    








    The Barrow County Cooperative Extension Office extends lifelong learning to Georgia citizens through unbiased, research-based education.

Some of our most popular services include:

	Soil and Water Tests
	Soil Test Instructions:  
	 1. Determine the area that you want to sample(1 sample should represent no more than 15 acres)
	2. Use a sandwich size zip top bag and small spade shovel  or trowel to take a thin vertical slice or core of soil from 10-20 different places in the area to be tested. Mix the sample in the bag thoroughly.
	3. Bring collected sample to the Barrow County Extension office located at : 90 Lanthier St, Winder GA 30680.
	4. Upon arrival at the office we will transfer the sample to the official soil bag and collect your information.
	5. Payment for soil processing and postage will be collected at our office.  Cost is $11 per sample and is payable by cash(exact change preferred), credit card or check.
	6. Soil Sample results will be emailed to you within 7-10 business days. 
	If you decide to send multiple tests, mark each bag with the area it was taken from. 
	You will also need to know what you will be planting in the area that you're taking the sample from. Examples can include: vegetable garden, bermuda grass, flowering annuals, fescue grass.... etc.
	Sample problem Areas separately.
	If you have more questions about soil samples, please contact our office at : 770-307-3029


 

Water Testing:

	Public and municipal water supplies are routinely tested and must meet standards established by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Therefore, these sources usually do not need to be tested unless in-house contamination is suspected. However, only you are responsible for the safety of your well water.
	When you pour yourself a glass of water to drink, it may appear clean, taste good, and you may expect it to be safe. However, many sources of water we assume are safe may contain dissolved minerals, organic compounds or even live organisms at harmful concentrations. Contaminated water used for drinking and cooking may affect your health. Also, high concentrations of certain minerals in your water can result in quality issues such as unpleasant taste and odors or staining of bathroom fixtures and/or laundry.


	Water test sampling containers and instructions can be obtained through our office. Collected water samples will be delivered to the UGA Soil and Water Lab some samples require processing within 24 hours of being collected, results of those samples will be emailed to you within 7-10 business days. Call our office for details on water testing and what your options are.


Well Water Testing

It is suggested that you test your well water annually, typically in the Spring. The recommendation for routine well water tests are:

Year 1 (initially) – A W2 (Georgia Expanded Water Test) and a W35 (Total Coliform / E. coli test)

Year 2 – W1 (Basic Water Test) and W35 (Bacterial)

Year 3 – W1 (Basic Water Test) and W35 (Bacterial)

Year 4 – Repeat cycle with A W2 (Expanded Water Test) and a W35 (Total Coliform / E. coli test)

This rotation will provide information that will assist in knowing what the water quality of your well water is and will allow you and your Extension Agent to see any trends that maybe occurring over time. However, as mentioned above, if you notice anything out of the ordinary with the well water, contact your UGA Extension Agent to determine what might be the best tests to run to assist in finding a cause and solution.

The water samples collected and processed by the UGA Extension Agents, are sent to the UGA CAES Agricultural and Environmental Services Lab in Athens, Georgia.

Homes with wells will usually require a water test prior to closing. These test can take 7-10 business days to process so please plan accordingly. Some lenders only require a test to confirm that the water is potable/ drinkable, but some require a test for the presence of bacteria.

Steps to determine which water sample you require:

1. ASK the lender. Your lender will let you know which test you need.

For basic water test to prove water is potable/ drinkable: you can have a W1(basic water test) or W2(expanded water test) completed on your well water. W1 test will cover: PH & Hardness Aluminum Iron Nickel Phosphorus Boron Magnesium Manganese Silica Potassium Chromium Sodium Calcium Copper Molybdenum & Zinc

W2 covers: (all of the above) & will test Anions, soluble salts & Alkalinity

Expanded Water Testing

A W1 water test is $25 & a W2 water test is $65

Home Loan Closing test will cover a basic water test as well as a bacteria test. This test must be delivered by the customer to the UGA water lab within 24 hours of taking the sample. (The sooner the better) Samples need to be collected specifically and  may need a 3rd party to collect for you. You will need to obtain the proper collection bottles from our office then, fill in the form & follow the instructions at this link: Home Loan Closing Test Form & Instructions

A home loan Closing Test is $85 paid at the water lab when you drop off your sample.



Collection bottles for all tests can be obtained at no charge from our office located at 90 Lanthier Street, Winder GA 30680

For more information about water testing click this link: Testing your well water



If you have any further questions about well water testing please contact our office at : 770-307-3029 or email Barrow County Extension.

 

	House Hold Water Quality  Publications


 

	4-H Summer Camps


	Health Programs like Walk Georgia


Have questions or want to know more?

Contact Us!
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                                    Career Impact Training
                                    Comprehensive training program helps graduates create and develop essential qualities they need to be successful employees in the private sector.
                                    By Sean Montgomery
    
 | Published: 3/19/2024
                                
                            

                        

                    
	
                        
                        

    
    
          
                            

                        
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    

                                
                                
                                    First Flock Refresh
                                    Georgia’s inaugural First Flock is retiring to Fortson 4-H Center almost three years after they came to roost at the Governor’s Mansion in 2021.
                                    By Josie Smith
    
 | Published: 3/18/2024
                                
                            

                        

                    
	
                        
                        

    
    
          
                            

                        
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    

                                
                                
                                    2024 Alumni Awards
                                    Seven alumni from the University of Georgia College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences will be recognized at the 68th annual CAES Alumni Association Awards banquet on April 6.
                                    By Jordan Powers
    
 | Published: 3/13/2024
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    Free online learning

24/7 Tips to live a more active lifestyle, shop smarter, make healthier food choices, and cook delicious meals on a budget! Receive free kitchen and fitness items.

Get Healthier Fast







        
            Upcoming Events

    			
                        
							
								Mar 19 - Mar 21
							
							Georgia 4-H Basics of Youth Development
                        	Training
                            	
                                     
                                        location_on
                                        
                                                Eatonton, GA 
                                                 
                                                    - (50.0 Miles)
                                                
                                        
                                    
                                


                        

                	
	
                        
							
								Mar 19
							
							Homeowner Radon Education
                        	Radon is the 2nd leading cause of lung cancer in the United States. Learn how to protect yourself and your family by coming to the UGA Extension Homeowner Radon Education class.
                            	
                                     
                                        location_on
                                        
                                                Monroe, GA 
                                                 
                                                    - (14.0 Miles)
                                                
                                        
                                    
                                


                        

                	
	
                        
							
								Mar 19
							
							Backyard Poultry 101
                        	Are you looking to get chickens, ducks, geese, or turkeys and don't know where to start? The Oconee County Extension Office, with the sponsorship of Oconee County Farm Bureau, is putting on a two-day Backyard Poultry 101 program covering the basics of raising poultry. The program dates are Tuesday, 3/19 & Thursday, 3/21 from 6-7:30 pm. There is a $15 registration fee, and pre-registration is required by Friday, 3/15. The registration fee covers both days, where light dinners will be provided. Participants will also receive a gift to help them start their backyard flock journey. If you would like more information about poultry or are in registering for the Backyard Poultry 101 program, call 706-542-7078 or stop by the UGA Extension – Oconee County office at 1420 Experiment Station Rd., Watkinsville, GA.
                            	
                                     
                                        location_on
                                        
                                                Watkinsville, GA 
                                                 
                                                    - (19.0 Miles)
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            Barrow County Extension

            	place 90 Lanthier Street, Suite B | Winder, GA  30680 
	phone  770-307-3029
	mail  uge1013@uga.edu


        


            

            
            
            
                What is UGA Extension?

                
					We translate science of everyday living for farmers, families and communities to foster a healthy and prosperous Georgia.
                    We are a collaborative between Georgia county governments, the USDA, and 
                    the University of Georgia's colleges of 
                    Agricultural & Environmental Sciences and 
                    Family & Consumer Sciences.
                
            

            
            
            
                Related Links

                	UGA Extension
	Georgia 4-H
	Extension Staff Intranet


            

        

    


    
        
            
                
                The University of Georgia © 2024 | All rights reserved. | Website Policies
                | Automatic Site Translation
            

            An Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Veteran, Disability Institution

        

    


	

	

    
	

	

	

	


    

    
    

    
    
    
    
	
	
