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	Thanksgiving and Christmas times always seem like a blur to me.  The holidays are always busy and there is often little time for gardening.  Maybe the following items could actually be “time savers” if they help you avoid problems later in the year!
· Rake the leaves from your lawn to avoid dead spots of grass in the spring.
· Control weeds
· Protect spring bulb flowers that emerged with pine straw
· Mulch shrubs and trees remembering not to bring mulch too close the plant crown
· Store garden equipment in the shed to prevent rust.
· When storing motorized garden equipment be sure to add a fuel stabilizer to the gas tank to counteract the damaging effects of ethanol now present in gas.
· Continue to harvest broccoli shoots as they emerge from the side branches of the plant. Keep a close watch on all leafy vegetables for caterpillar loopers and treat as needed. 
There are many garden chores that could be done this time of year.  Maybe you can find 
time to work the necessities in.  If you have questions relating to home gardening, contact the Burke County Extension office at (707)554-2119.

