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[bookmark: _GoBack]     On February 4, 2011 eight Junior and Senior 4-H Club members loaded the bus and headed to Rock Eagle 4-H Center in Eatonton, GA for a weekend of competition, socializing and FUN.  I was time for the South East District Project Achievement!  “4-H-Rolling Out the Green Carpet” was the theme of this year’s competition weekend.  Approximately  seven hundred 4-Hers were at Rock Eagle to via for a chance to go on to the State level on competition by placing 1st in the projects  they had worked on all year.   It was a busy weekend as 4-Hers not only competed, but elected the new slate of officers for both the Junior and Senior 4-H Boards of Directors.  Charlton County had one 4-Her running for a spot on the Senior board, Ashley Thigpen; but she was not elected.   Both Junior and Senior campaign speeches were heard at the Friday night assembly, giving voters almost a full 24 hours to decide who they wanted to vote for.  
     Project competition began Saturday morning and in some projects went on well into mid-afternoon.  Junior project winners were announced at the Saturday afternoon assembly.  Charlton County had two Junior 4-Hers competing.  Erica Smith placed 1st in Performing Arts Instrumental.  Elizabeth Nettles also competed in the Performing Arts Instrumental Project.  At the close of the assembly, the graduating seniors attended their banquet while everyone else adjourned to the Sutton Dining Hall before reassembling to view the District Slide Show, the announcement of the new Junior Board and part of the Senior Board and attend the dance or other planned recreation activities.   This was the weekend graduating seniors were recognized at a special banquet.  All senior class members were introduced and accolades were read about each one including their future plans.  Brittany Rudolph was the only graduating senior from Charlton County attending this year.     
     Senior Project winners were announced at the Sunday Morning Assembly and the remainder of the  Senior Board.   Charlton County had no 1st place winners who will advance on to the State level, but had several who placed.  They are:  Ashley Thigpen-2nd-General Recreation, Breeze Pollard-3rd-Dairy Foods, Brittany Rudolph 3rd-Human Development.  Others who competed were John Whitaker-WorkForce Prep and Career Development, Chelsea Beard-History, and Tyvon Spatcher-Performing Arts-Piano.  The group loaded the bus for the return trip home tired, but happy to know they had done their best and planning for next year!
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