Are Your Trees Fruitless?
By:  Terry Thigpen

Charlton County Extension Coordinator

     Every year I get several calls from Charlton County gardeners, concerned about their fruit trees not bearing.  If your fruit tree does not bear, it could be one of several problems.  Put on your slouch hat and do a little investigating!  

     Did you plant a variety recommended for Charlton County?  Many times bargain trees are expensive in the long run.  Charlton County has an average of 700-800 chill hours during a normal winter.  A chill hour is one hour of 45° F temperatures or below.  When buying fruit trees make sure they require less than 700 chill hours or they may not set fruit.

     What pollination requirements does your tree have?  Apples require cross-pollination.  All peach varieties recommended for our area are self-fruitful.  Pears are partially 
self-fruitful, but all set fruit better with cross-pollination. Muscadine grapes are anybody’s guess.  Newer varieties are self-fruitful while older varieties require a pollinator.

     On blueberries, cross-pollination is necessary for fruit set.  Plums are another “scratch your head” case.  Some plum varieties are self-fruitful while others are not.  If in doubt, plant another plum as a pollinator.

     Did you spray your tree?  In Charlton County you must spray your fruit tree if you wish to harvest an abundance of quality fruit.  Spray with a fruit tree spray that has captan for diseases and malathion for insects.  Start when the blooms fall and spray every 10-14 days until 2 weeks before the fruit is ready to be harvested.  

     When is the last time that you pruned your trees?  Trees should be pruned back every winter.  Pruning spurs on new growth and opens up the leaf canopy so leaves will dry out earlier in the day.  The quicker the dew dries in the morning the less problem you will have with disease.

     Did you test your soil and fertilize? A soil test will tell you if you need lime and how much fertilizer to add.  If we go without eating we get weak.  Fruit trees are the same way.

     Growing fruit trees is not as easy as one would think.  To be successful you must work at it.  We have a variety of information on growing fruit trees at the UGA Extension Office.  Stop by if we can be of help.  

