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     Everyone wants to pick that perfect tomato off of their own tomato plant.  Many times Mother Nature does not cooperate with us in our quest for the perfect tomato. Environmental conditioning many times causes problems.  Below is a short description of a few of the tomato problems I have seen in Charlton County gardens over the past 27 years.

     Cracking:   Tomatoes can start to crack during warm, rainy periods, especially if 
              rains follow a dry period.  The tomatoes simply expand too fast and the 

              flesh is exposed through the skin.  Some varieties are resistant to 

              cracking.  Again, the best way to avoid the problem is to keep the 

              moisture supply as even as possible throughout the season.

Cat-facing: This is another kind of cracking or scarring in which tomatoes develop 

                    unusual swelling and streaks of scar tissue.  This is not a disease.  It is 

                    caused by abnormal development of the pistil (ovary from which the 

                    tomato develops) of the tomato flower at blossom time.  Cool weather is 

                    believed to cause the flower abnormality.  

High and Low Temperatures Affect Tomato Blooms:  During some years, many of 
                    the early season, as well as mid season blooms will simply fall off.  When 
                    night temperatures fall below 55° F the tomato bloom pollen can be 

                    killed completely or so much is killed that complete pollination does not 
                    occur and misshapen, small tomatoes are produced.  Many times this 
                    condition early in he season will occur on the first one or two hands of 
                    tomatoes.  High temperatures about 90° F. can also cause pollen damage 
                    but the location of damage from high temperatures is noticed on those 
                    blooms that were open at the time the temperatures occurred.  The early 
                    maturing tomato varieties such as Spring Giant, Spring-set and Early Girl 
                    do not seem to be as susceptible to cold temperatures as do the main 
                    season tomatoes.  Patio tomatoes such as Small Fry and Tumbling Tom 

                    likewise, seem to tolerate lower temperatures.  This explains why it is 

                    difficult to get a summer long crop of tomatoes in the hot sections of the 

                    South.   
Sunscald:   This occurs when green or ripening tomatoes get too much exposure to 

                    the hot sun.  At first, a yellowish-white patch appears on the side of the 

                    tomato facing the sun.  The area gets larger as the fruit ripens and 

                    becomes grayish-white.  Some varieties develop a lot of foliage and are 

                    good in hot sunny area of the country.  To guard against sunscald, be 

                    careful not to over prune plants and remove all their shade.  You can also 

                    grow them in cages where they will develop lots of protective foliage.

     Although these common problems make tomatoes look ugly, the fruits are safe to eat.  Just cut away the affected part and enjoy the rest.
