
Developing a  
waterSmart Landscape 





Facts About Water  
 

SWe have the same amount of water on 
earth today as we did when the earth was 
created.  

SOf all the earthôs water, 97% is salt water 
located in the oceans and seas. 

S2% of the earthôs water is tied up in polar 
ice caps. 

SOnly 1% of the earthôs water is fresh water 
available for drinking, bathing and cooking.  

 



Facts About Water 

S61% of our drinking water in the U.S. 
comes from surface water supplies 
(streams, lakes, rivers) while 39% 
comes from groundwater (underground 
aquifers).   

 

 

S In Georgia, 75% of our drinking water  

   comes from surface water, while 25%  

   comes from ground water.  

 



Suggested Reading 



Georgiaôs  
Permanent Watering Restrictions 

SOdd numbered addresses can water on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday 

SEven numbered addresses can water on 
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday 

SNo outdoor watering allowed on Friday 

SNo watering between 10 am and 4 pm 
daily 



Georgiaôs Growing Urban Population 

GAôs Population 

2001 ï 8.4 million 

2005 ï 9.1 million 

2010 ï 9.9 million 

2015 ï 10.8 million 

2030 ï 14.6 million 

Over half of Georgiaôs 
population resides in 12 
counties. 

Two-thirds of Georgiaôs 
population resides in 26 of 
its 159 counties. 

21 counties have 
populations over 100,000. 



Average residential water use 
increases 30% - 50% during 
the summer months when 

citizens turn on their outdoor 
irrigation systems 





 

This is equivalent to: 

14 five-minute showers 

26 runs of the dishwasher 

72 flushes of the toilet  

9 full loads of laundry  

One portable lawn sprinkler operating 1 hour 
uses 360 gallons of water 
 



Water Conservation Measures 

SSummer Surcharge: Rate increases 
25% to 100% when use exceeds 
average winter consumption. 

SRestrictions: Odd/Even outdoor 
watering (in place)  

SBans on Outdoor Use 

SEDUCATION 


