










GARDENING AT GAGE GLEN  

Rosalie B. Gage  
Mist and fog hang in the trees on this July morning. We have received a much needed three inches of rain during the 
past few days, and we have the promise of more this week. All the plants are revived by the moisture and stand tall 
in the morning’s light. Days are occupied with picking blueberries, beans, squash, cucumbers, and tomatoes.  

In the “Bench Garden”, Hostas are beginning to bloom. Their foliage along with the Ferns and Selaginella are a cool 
oasis in the Summer heat.  

As we exit this garden and walk to the “Island Garden”, orange blooms decorate the Trumpet Vine where 
Hummingbirds enjoy the nectar. The lacelike white blooms of the Hydrangea ‘Sumida no Hanabe’ and Mama’s 
Phlox paniculata are the stars of this area. The stately Boxwood in this garden add a cooling touch of dark green. 
The tall Crepe Myrtle is filled with dark pink buds.  

The new “Sanctuary Garden” has really taken off with new foliage appearing on the plants. It is anchored by an 
‘Athens’ Sweet shrub and a Styrax, both happy to finally be released from their containers and planted in the 
ground. Vinca maculata, Tiger Boston Fern, Impatiens and Hosta fill an old bird bath and spill from the sides. 
Strawberry Begonia scrambles at the base. A bird house hangs from a pole which has climbing Rothchild Lilies 
blooming and reflecting its red and yellow colors. Sedum fills a large container and soon St. Fiacre will bless the 
area with his presence.  

On to the “Step Garden” filled with the native blue petunias (Rueilla) and tall Four O’Clocks yet to bloom. Japanese 
Maples, Ferns, and Hosta fill in here and there.  

The “Bay Window Garden” is filled with blooms of Phlox paniculata - ‘Bright Eye’ (Pink), ‘David’ (White), ‘Miss 
Mary’ (Red), ‘Little Boy’ (Blue), ‘Miss Margie’ (Lavender), and many shades of their seedlings. Salvia guarantica 
hosts Bees and Hummingbirds. Agastache and Red ‘Knock-Out’ Roses welcome the bees also. The perimeter is 
planted with red and white Vinca and Dianthus. It is a pleasant view from the kitchen window.  

At the blue front door, a collection Begonias and Geraniums welcome you. A mixed basket of pink Impatiens, 
variegated Ivy and Fern and a basket of Boston Ivy hang from the eaves of the Porch and Overhang. Jewels of 
Opar’s tiny pink blooms and red bead-like seeds line the walkway.  

The “Swing Garden” boasts Pink Echinacea, Petunias, purple Aster, Double blooming Balloon flower, Rose 
Campion, and Clethera ‘Hummingbird’. Another beautiful Rothchild Lily climbs the arbor at the entrance. The last 
blooms grace the Lacecap Hydrangeas.  

The mossy path to the “Friendship Garden” reveals blooms on the Beautyberry Shrubs. The planter on the twig table 
between two chairs is filled with the colorful foliage of Coleus, Chartreuse Alternanthera and ‘Blackie’ Sweet Potato 
Vine. The stars of the this garden are the Hostas. Four new ones have been added. ‘Baby Bunting, ‘Gypsy Rose’, 
‘Sum and Substance’ and ‘Lime Twist’ were planted as well as a red Hydrangea (a gift from Roger Echols) and two 
Autumn Ferns. A few more Autumn Ferns need to be added for winter interest. Ranunculus ‘Susan’s Song’ covers 
the ground along the stone pathway.  

We end our morning stroll on the deck where containers are doing well. White double Begonias, Carex buchananii 
and Ivy fill one deck planter, while Heuchera ‘Amber Waves’ and Birdsfoot Ivy fill the other. A Hayrack Planter is 
filled with White double Begonias, Caladium and Bacopa. Containers of Herbs and a container of variegated Ivy are 
placed below. A very large cobalt blue container is filled with Angel Wing Begonias with pink blooms. A container 
of Dianthus which smell of cloves, decorates the small tea table. Visible from our bedroom is a long rectangular 
container featuring ‘Miss Muffet’ Caladiums and many hues of Impatiens.  

Thank you for walking with me this cool damp morning. Come on in and enjoy a cup of coffee.  

Happy Gardening! 

 


