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Fire Ant Quarantine on Hay Transport

            Recently, concerns about the spread of the imported fire ant have prompted the USDA-APHIS to be more restrictive on hay transport out of quarantined states (of which Georgia certainly is one). Dr. David Buntin (Extension Entomologist) has shared some recent emails based on his conversations with state and federal officials on this subject. These are paraphrased below: 

· Only hay and crop straw are regulated.  Pine straw if not specifically listed in the quarantine regulations. (Other products are regulated, too. Full details are here: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/fireants/index.shtml.) 

· Hay and crop straw can be shipped anywhere within the quarantine area (for a map of the quarantined area which includes all of GA, visit: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/ plant_pest_info/fireants/downloads/fireant.pdf) without a problem.  

· For shipping outside the area, a shipping permit or stamp may be required.  For a one time shipment, a farmer can call the Dept of Ag (Division of Plant Industry - Plant Protection) and an inspector will inspect their operation and issue a fire ant stamp for shipment.  For farmers or brokers that want to ship out of area routinely, they can meet with the Dept of Ag and arrange for a long-term compliance agreement for multiple shipments. 

· Hay that remains in the field after baling for a short period of time before it is picked up and moved into a storage barn is fine.  (GA officials stated that a 'short time' is not defined in the regulations but a day or two is OK, but the bales should not lay out much longer due to the risk of infestation.) 

· If stacked bales are stored under an open pole barn, the bottom layer of hay must remain in the quarantined area, everything else may move.   

· There currently are no insecticide treatments for removing fire ants in hay and straw. 

NOTE: This is unlikely to be a concern this year, as very little hay will be leaving GA headed toward non-quarantined states. This is something to be aware of, however, for future years when you ship hay out of the quarantined areas.  However keep in mind that one large unknown is what is coming in with hay from other states.  This could include not just fire ants and other insects but one major concern is the potential to bring in weed problems onto pastures and hayfields that are already thin and stressed from the past couple of years of drought.  Please remind yourself that cheap (relatively speaking) hay may have a hidden cost.

