	Birds That Nest in Bird Houses

	The following North American birds prefer to nest in cavities. In nature, these cavities normally occur in trees. But the good news is these birds also will love and nest in bird houses or nest boxes that you put out. 

Birds That Will Normally Occupy Bird Houses 

Wood Ducks
Common Goldeneyes
Barrow's Goldeneyes
Buffleheads
Hooded Mergansers
Common Mergansers
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	American Kestrels
Common Barn Owls
Barred Owls
Eastern and Western Screech Owls
Northern Saw-whet Owls
Golden-fronted Woodpeckers
Red-bellied Woodpeckers
Northern Flickers
Red-headed Woodpeckers
Downy Woodpeckers
Hairy Woodpeckers
Great Crested Flycatchers
Ash-throated Flycatchers Tree Swallows
Purple Martins
Tufted Titmice
Oat Titmice
Juniper Titmice
Black-capped Chickadees
Carolina Chickadees
Mountain Chickadees
Chestnut-backed Chickadees
White-breasted Nuthatches
Red-breasted Nuthatches
House Wrens
Carolina Wrens
Bewick's Wrens
Eastern Bluebirds
Western Bluebirds
Mountain Bluebirds
European Starlings
House Sparrows
House Finches

In addition to the birds listed below, you may find a few other birds will nest in a birdhouse once in awhile. 

	How Many Bird Houses To Put Up
The types of birds that will nest in your yard or property are determined partly by the habitat that you have. Many trees and dense shrubs in your neighborhood and yard will attract the forest-loving birds while open expansive fields will attract different ones. Obviously, no matter how wonderful a house you built for flickers, they will not set up their home in your yard if you live on a treeless prairie. If you have a mixture of habitats, you may be able to attract a great number of birds to houses as well as to your feeders. 
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	Also many birds establish territories of land and trees where they will not tolerate other birds. Some types of birds allow other species of birds to share their territory. Still other birds, such as Tree Swallows or Purple Martins, love to have lots of other birds of the same type around. To help decide how many birdhouses to put up, check the chart below for information about many common North American birds that use birdhouses. Remember, you can put up a number of houses for different types of birds. 

Birds can be a bit choosy in their future home. Some will inspect several houses before deciding on a particular one. You may wish to give the birds a few to look over in your yard, knowing that only one will be occupied. By giving them a choice, you might keep them from choosing that other one in your neighbor's yard! 

Type of Bird
Height of House from Ground (Feet)
Placement
Territory size
Bluebirds

4 - 6

Facing open areas or fields

2.5 - 5 acres

Chickadees

5 - 10

Near trees and open areas

9 - 10 acres

Ducks

Box on land: 10+, box  over water: 4+

Facing lakes, streams, marsh

None

Finches

4 - 10

usually near your house

Area near birdhouse

Flycatchers

6 - 20

Near the edge of a forested area

unknown
Nuthatches

5 - 10

Wooded areas or mixture of open fields and forested areas

20 - 50 acres

Owls

5 - 20

Forested areas

Varies by type of owl

Purple Martins

8 - 20

Near your house, preferably with water nearby (birdbath)
Near their hole of the martin community

Swallows

4 - 10

Open fields

Area near nest

Titmice

' - 10

Mixture of open fields and forested areas

2.5 - 5 acres

Woodpeckers and Flickers

10 - 20

Forested areas

Varies by type of woodpecker




Have you ever wondered WHAT TO FEED THE BIRDS that come to the feeders in your backyard? Or have you ever wanted to attract a particular species of bird but did not know what it liked to eat? Well, never fear, just check this handy list! 

Cardinals - Safflower seed, sunflower seed 

Chickadees - Sunflower seed, suet 

Doves - Millet, sunflower seed 

Finches - Sunflower seed 

Goldfinches - Thistle (niger) seed, sunflower seed 

Grosbeaks - Sunflower seed 

Jays - Shelled peanuts, sunflower seed, fruit 

Juncos - Millet 

Mockingbirds - Fruit, suet, berries 

Nuthatches - Suet, sunflower seed 

Orioles - Fruit, nectar 

Sparrows - Millet, sunflower seed 

Titmice - Sunflower seed 

Woodpeckers - Suet, sunflower seed, cracked corn, fruit 

Make sure you check to see if the birds will come to a feeder raised off the ground or if they prefer feeders closer to the ground. 

To attract a particular bird to your backyard, you need to know the type of feeder and food they prefer. 

Use black oil sunflower seed in a hopper feeder or a tube feeder with tray to attract:

· Cardinals 

· Finches 

· Jays 

· Sparrows of various types 

Use black oil sunflower seed in a tube feeder to attract:

· Goldfinches 

· Chickadees 

· Pine Siskins 

· Sparrows of various types 

· Titmouses 

· Nuthatches 

· Woodpeckers 

· Redpolls 

Use fruit feeder or platform feeder with fruit to attract:

· Orioles 

· Tanagers 

· Mockingbirds 

· Woodpeckers 

· Cedar Waxwings 

· Jays 

· Chats 

· Bluebirds 

Use a platform feeder with cracked corn to attract:

· Pheasant 

· Quail 

· Doves 

· Sparrows of various types 

· Starlings 

· Blackbirds 

· Brown headed Cowbirds 

· Grackles 

· Jays

                                                                                                                                                                              Use a platform feeder with millet seed to attract:

· Doves 

· Sparrows of various types 

· Juncos 

· Blackbirds 

· Brown headed Cowbirds 

· Starlings

 Use a nectar feeder with nectar to attract:

· Hummingbirds 

· Orioles 

· Tanagers 

Suet feeder or tree smeared with peanut butter suet

  Mockingbirds 

  Flickers and woodpeckers 

  Goldfinches 

  Jays 

  Juncos 

  Chickadees 

  Wrens 

  Titmouses 

  Bluebirds

Suet feeder with suet cakes

· Chickadees 

· Flickers, woodpeckers 

· Brown Creepers 

· Nuthatches 

· Wrens 

· Thrashers 

· Kinglets 

· Starlings

Use a thistle sock or tube feeder with a tray or a platform feeder (fine mesh) with thistle (niger) seed to attract:

· Finches 

· Pine Siskins 

· Chickadees 

· Sparrow

Use a tube feeder or platform feeder with peanuts to attract:

· Cardinals 

· Sparrows of various types 

· Starlings 

· Chickadees 

· Juncos 

· Finches 

· Titmouses 

· Grackles 

· Doves 

· Jays

	Build a Simple Platform Feeder with Roof 
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	Easy Feeder to Make 
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	You can not have too many bird feeders in your yard, especially in the cold winter months as well as during nesting times. And don't forget migration times... Here is a simple birdfeeder that you can build. It is a platform feeder with a stationary roof to protect the food from rain, snow, etc. 
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DIAGRAM A 
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1 Back 16" x 10"
1 Front 2" x 10"
1 Roof 12" x 12"
2 Sides 12" x 10" 
1 Bottom 10" x 10" 

Materials needed:
Wood cut to the dimensions shown in A above
Wood glue
Finishing nails or wood screws 

Directions:
1. Cut the wood to the dimensions in diagram A. You can have the lumber yard cut the pieces if you want. 

2. For the feeder sides, just make sure the back height is 12" and the bottom length is 10". Measure up 1.5" for the bottom front. From the top back corner, measure down 8" with about a 70 degree angle. This is NOT an exact angle, just get it approximately 70 degrees. This will slope the roof. Find something round and use it to trace around from the end of the 8" to the top of the 1.5" at the front. (see Diagram A.) 

3. Attach the back to the bottom of the feeder, using wood glue and either wood screws or nails. 

4. Attach the sides to the bottom and back pieces, using wood glue and either wood screws or nails. 

5. Attach the front to the sides and bottom pieces, using wood glue and either wood screws or nails. 

6. Attach the roof to the back and side pieces, using wood glue and either wood screws or nails. You may miter the back of the roof piece to make it fit flush against the back. If you do not miter the back of the roof piece, use silicone caulk to keep the rain from dripping into the feeder. 

7. Drill a hole in the center of the back, near the top. 

8. Stain, paint or put a finish on the outside of the feeder if desired. 

9. Hang your feeder and fill it with food.


Many people will want to either paint or stain the wood. You do not need to do so since the wood will gray and weather naturally and last several years. 

If you decided to stain or paint the feeder or house, make sure the paint or stain does not contain creosote or lead. Creosote is used to preserve wood and is toxic to birds as is lead in many paints. And of course the wood used in building the feeder or house should not be pressure-treated wood either. 

Do not put any stain or paint on the inside of the houses, nor on or around the entrance hole on the outside. All paints and stains do contain chemicals, even if they are not creosote or lead. By avoiding these areas, you ensure the house is safer for your feathered friends. 

Mother Nature created female birds a duller color than their male mates to avoid drawing attention to nesting areas. Thus, you should also not draw undue attention to nesting areas. 

Dark colors absorb and retain heat. Nesting boxes should never be painted a dark color. Roosting boxes, used during the winter for birds in inclement weather, can be painted dark. But make sure any dark-colored roosting boxes are taken down before spring. 

	
	

	Build a Bluebird Nest Box 
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	Easy Box to Make 
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	This bluebird nesting box is a great way to get started making birdhouses. You do not need to miter any edges and the entire project can be completed using one 6 foot length of of 1" x 6" lumber. 

Since only simple materials and tools are required, this birdhouse is also a wonderful project for Scouts, youth groups, and beginning woodworking classes. 
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	Materials needed:
Wood cut to the dimensions shown in A above
Finishing nails
1 eye screw
Wood screws 
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1 Back 5.5" x 13.5"
1 Front 5.5" x 9"
1 Roof 5.5" x 7.5"
2 Sides 5.5" x 9" 
1 Bottom 5.5" x 4" 

Directions:
1. [image: image19.jpg]


Cut the wood to the dimensions in diagram A. All of the pieces can be cut from one 6' length of 1" x 6" lumber. 

Cut the front entrance hole as in diagram B.                                   DIAGRAM B 

2. [image: image20.jpg]


 This is an oval shaped hole that is 1 3/8" wide and 2 1/4" long. To begin cutting this hole, mark the dimensions on the front. Then drill one 1 3/8" circle at the top. Repeat at the bottom of the hole, overlapping the drilled holes. 

3. Drill two small holes near the top of each side for ventilation. 

4. Drill four small holes on the bottom for drainage. 

5. Using finishing nails or wood screws, secure one of the sides to the bottom. Then secure the front and back to the same side. 

6. Slip the 2nd side into place. Secure using two nails, one near the top on each side. These nails will be pivots so make sure they are across from each other. 
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Reach inside the box and push the bottom of the 2nd side outwards, making sure it can pivot outwards. If it is too tight, remove the nails and sand the edges so it is a bit smaller. Repeat until the 2nd side will pivot outwards. See diagram C 
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Screw the eye screw near the bottom of the 2nd side. This screw is to make it easier for you to open the box occasionally to monitor it as well as to clean it out at the end of the season. 
8. Drill a small hole through the front near the bottom into the 2nd side. Push a bent nail (I have a few by this point!) into the hole to keep the 2nd side closed. If you wish, use a small wood screw instead of the nail. 

9. Nail or screw the roof to the nest box. 

10. Mount the bluebird nest box to a pole, fence post, or tree. Be sure to use some type of predator guard to keep squirrels, snakes, racoons, and other creatures from harming the nestlings. See the Birdhouse Spec page for the correct mounting height. 

	Build a Winter Roosting Box

	Help Them Survive Cold Weather
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	When very cold weather descends upon your area, how do the birds survive? What happens to the birds when an ice storm coats everything in sight in a layer of ice? Although birds do have ways of coping during frigid weather, sadly many birds who are unable to find a sheltered area do die. Help the wild birds by building and setting out winter roosting boxes where they can escape the freezing winds, blowing snow, and deadly ice. 

This roosting box will protect many birds from extreme winter conditions. The entrance hole is near the bottom of the box, opposite of a nesting box, so more heat will stay within the box. Perching shelves are attached to the front and back of the box, allowing birds to huddle together at varying heights. There is a sloped roof to allow snow, ice and rain to drain off. At the bottom of the box are 4 drainage holes to allow any moisture to escape. When you mount the box, put the box so the entrance hole is facing away from the blowing winds. 
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	Materials needed:
Wood cut to the dimensions shown in A above
Finishing nails
Wood screws 

Directions: 
1. Cut the wood to the dimensions in diagram A. The front and the back pieces are bevelled slightly to accept the slope of the roof. See diagram B. 

2. [image: image24.jpg]


Drill two holes, one near the top and one near the bottom on the mounting bracket. 

3. Drill the entrance hole 2 1/2 inches in diameter centered on the bottom front. 

4. Attach three shelves to the inside of the back using finishing nails. See diagram B. 

5. Attach three shelves to the inside of the front using finishing nails. See diagram B. Note: The shelves are staggered from the back shelves - they will not be directly across from the shelves on the back. 
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Attach the sides and bottom to the back, using either finishing nails or small screws. 
 
6. Attach the front to the box, using either finishing nails or small screws. 

7. Attach the roof to the roosting box using finishing nails or small screws. 

8. From the back of the mounting bracket, attach screws through the bracket securing it to the roosting box. Make sure the screw is not too long so that it protrudes into the roosting box. 

9. Mount the roosting box to a tree, using the holes drilled in the mounting bracket. 


	Build a Dove Nesting Cone 
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	Doves, especially the Mourning Doves near me, do not seem to be very adept nest builders. The flimsy structures that they build many times get blown down by high winds, collapse with a strong rainstorm, or otherwise disintegrate, leaving the nestlings or eggs on the ground. Here is a very simple way you can help out the doves - a nesting cone. And who knows, other tree nesting birds may also appreciate your efforts too. 

Since only simple materials and tools are required, this nesting cone is also a wonderful project for Scouts and youth groups. 
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	Materials needed:
12" square piece of small gauge chicken wire or hardware cloth
Tin snips or heavy duty scissors
Leather gloves
Fine wire 

 
Directions:
1. Wearing the leather gloves to protect your hands, cut the chicken wire or hardware cloth to the dimensions in diagram A. You can purchase the chicken wire and hardware cloth at a hardware store or home improvement center. If you use chicken wire, use the type with the smallest holes you can find. 

2. Once you have a square, round off the corners to make a circle. 

3. Cut out a wedge as shown in diagram B. Measure the distance on the perimeter of the wire circle and cut to the center of the circle from each point. 

4. Fold over 1/2" of the outside edge to make a smooth edge. You will need to snip the outside edge every so often so that it will fold smoothly. 

5. Form a cone by bringing together the edges cut out for the wedge. 

6. Find a V in two sturdy tree branches. Mourning Doves will nest from 3 to 30 foot from the ground. Wire the cone into the V. 
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