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	Almost every year in August and September, caterpillars invade turfgrass throughout the state.  The damage to established turf is mostly aesthetic, but newly sodded or sprigged areas can be more severely damaged or even killed.  While there are several caterpillars that can damage turfgrass, in late summer most of the problems are from fall armyworms.  Their favorite turf to feed upon is Bermuda grass.

Adult armyworm moths are active at night.  The females lay eggs in masses of 50 to several hundred.  Eggs hatch in a few days, and the young larvae begin to feed on leaf tissue.  Armyworm caterpillars are incredibly voracious.  Damage from small larvae may at first look like skeletonizing, but as the worms grow, the entire leaf is consumed. 

Armyworms are most active in the cooler times of the day and at night, spending the hotter hours down near the soil in the shade.  The first noticeable signs of infestation are brown patches in Bermuda lawn which rapidly grow bigger.  You might also notice birds clustered on a turf area.  Although birds eat the caterpillars, they are no match for hundreds of them in one lawn.  As the numbers of armyworms grow, entire lawns and fields can be eaten to the ground.  A mature caterpillar is approximately 1 1/2 inch long, with white stripes down its body.  There are usually two angled stripes on its head – joined to a longer stripe, the marking looks like a long “Y”.



	Control of armyworms and other turf caterpillars is relatively simple once the problem is identified.  
Treat in late afternoon, when the caterpillars are likely to begin feeding.  If possible, mow before you treat and then do not mow for 3 days after treatment.  Armyworms are most active late in the day and at night, so pesticide applications should be made as late as practical for best results.  
Liquid, not granular, insecticides are best to kill armyworms.  

Several other lawn insecticides are effective caterpillar killers.  Products containing B.t. are effective only on small (1/2 inch or less) worms.  Irrigate before treating, to move the caterpillars out of the thatch. 

There are several pesticides from which to choose depending upon the site you are treating. Consult the Georgia Pest Management Handbook  --  Home Turf Insect Control for a selection:

http://www.ent.uga.edu/pmh/Hm_Turf.pdf 

Read and follow all label directions when using pesticides. 

The good news is that armyworms will not hurt your lawn permanently. Fall armyworms rarely kill grass but some lawns may be severely weakened.

Please share this information with others in your neighborhood. 
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