Georgia Master Naturalist Program offered 
by the Forsyth County Extension Office



Do you enjoy the sound of bird songs and wonder which warbler is singing?  Do you want to know how to identify native plants and use them to attract birds and butterflies?  Are you concerned about water quality and conservation?  If you love nature and want to learn more about natural resources right here in Forsyth County, a new Master Naturalist Certification Program is for you.  

The Georgia Master Naturalist Program is an Adult Environmental Education Course developed by the University of Georgia Cooperative Extension Service and the Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources.  It is for those who wish to be more informed about habitats, natural resources and the environment of our state and county.  You will also enjoy the fellowship of other like-minded Master Naturalists who like to get outdoors and enjoy nature.  

The program is a combination of lectures and outside hands-on learning through field studies developed with research-based scientific knowledge.  Participants will hear from experts who manage our natural resources, including faculty from UGA, specialists from the Georgia Forestry Department, Cooperative Extension and Keep Forsyth Beautiful personnel and others.  
The sessions are eight hours each Tuesday.  Topics include Ecology, Wildlife Management, Water Quality/Conservation, Birding, Environmental Awareness, Geology, Agriculture, Urban Forestry, Native Plants, Invasive Plants, Insects and Soil Conservation.
The upcoming class series begins on September 14, 2010 and ends on November 2, 2010.

Courses are customized to reflect local interests.  They include Beekeeping, the Trout 
Hatchery, the Rockdale Monastery Butterfly Garden, the Dahlonega Mine Tour and Gold Museum, the Landfill, Recycling Centers, a Water Treatment Plant, and the Thompson Mill Arboretum, just to name a few.

As a person educated in these subjects, you can help to make changes in your life as well as in your community and to safeguard the environment.  After completing this fun and interactive program, Georgia Master Naturalists are encouraged to share their knowledge with their communities by volunteering in local schools and nature centers, assisting scientists in collecting bird census data and collecting data on water quality, as well as participating in many other opportunities. 

The versatility and flexibility within the Georgia Master Naturalist Program mean that there are extremely diverse areas to pique your interest.  Some have created environmental advocacy groups, others have worked to remove invasive species of plants, still others have written articles for local newspapers and started Speakers bureaus.  You can decide how to make a difference!    

The cost for the course is $160, which includes learning materials, a logo shirt, a certificate of completion, and refreshments.  
For further information contact:


Chuck Cornwell

Forsyth County Extension Office


770-887-2418

chuckc@uga.edu 
