New Soybean Bugs are Homeowner Pests, Too

I wrote about this “new” insect pest earlier this summer as soybean growers found enormous numbers in their fields.  So far, soybean farmers are not finding the damage we once feared, but we still don’t know the whole story yet.  In that article I cautioned that they would also be nuisance pests for homeowners as well, and now that temperatures are dropping they are planning to spend the winter months as your guests.

This insect (Megacopta cribraria) is also known as the kudzu bug, bean plataspid, lablab bug or globular stink bug, was discovered on the exterior of homes in nine Northeast Georgia counties in 2009.  By September 2010, they were confirmed in more than 60 North and Central Georgia counties and in North and South Carolina. Prior to their discovery in Georgia last fall, they were not known to occur in the Western Hemisphere.  It is believed they will continue into moist areas where kudzu grows.

Like the Asian lady beetles that often find their way into homes, the kudzu bug seek warm, locations to overwinter.  They leave the kudzu and other vegetation to go to warm sunlit south and east exposures of homes.  They too prefer light colored surfaces.

Excluding this pest from entering our homes is very important.  Now is the time to check screening over windows and gable vents.  Don’t forget soffit and ridge vents as well.  Where pipes enter walls, steel wool can be stuffed into openings.  Doors must have a tight seal when closed and door sweeps should be installed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]You can get some relief from these insects landing on exterior walls by applying an insecticide spray labeled for outdoor insect control.  Re-applications may be necessary as kudzu patches often remain a source of re-infestation.

Once they get inside, homeowners should vacuum them up and the insects then be placed in hot soapy water according to UGA entomologists.  Do not crush them in the home as this will cause staining and/or odors that may be difficult to remove.

If you haven’t seen this insect yet, it is quite distinctive.  Adults are four to six mm long, somewhat square in shape, are olive green color with brown blotches and produce an offensive odor when disturbed.
