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The Garden Bench is a free bi-monthly newsletter from the University of Georgia Extension Office in Houston County.  We provide research based information to help Middle Georgia gardeners.  For more information, see these websites. UGA Extension Service - www.ugaextension.org or the Georgia Center for Urban Agriculture – www.gaurbanag.org and Georgia Weather – www.georgiaweather.net
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Time to get those lawn mowers tuned up, blades sharpened and ready for a new season.  Spring is just around the corner.  That doesn’t mean that the danger of frost for tender plants is over.  In our area we expect the last frost about mid-March, but it could easily be two weeks earlier or later.  
Great gardens start with the basics. Know the requirements of the garden you grow. The right soil pH, nutrients and plant location result in vigorous and healthy gardens that require less pesticides or problem-solving. If you haven’t tested your soil in a year or two, you may want to get a soil test for your lawn and garden areas. 
Take a look at our tips on flowers and vegetables for suggestions on preventing problems. Get your lawn off to a good start by following our tips on lawn care.  Resist the urge to fertilize your lawn until after it has fully greened up. If the soil dries out, water about once a week with one inch of water.    
FRUIT AND NUT TREES
* Continue to spray Home Orchard Spray on peaches, apples and plums. Use sprays containing Captan and Malathion.  Follow all label directions.
* Do not spray fruit trees with products containing insecticides during bloom.

* Fertilize fruit trees. Contact your local Extension Office or see our website for amount and type of fertilizer to apply. Prune fig trees in late March.

* Thin fruit to produce larger and higher quality 
fruit and to keep your tree from being damaged by fruit overload.  Remove apples, peaches and pears until you have only one fruit every 6 inches along the stem.  Thin as early as possible for best results.

               TREES AND SHRUBS
* Fertilize trees and shrubs in late March.  Follow soil test recommendations or apply one-half pound of 12-4-8, 16-4-8, 10-10-10 or 18-0-18 per 100 square feet. Broadcast the fertilizer over planting areas uniformly (prior to a rain, if possible or water in).  Fertilizing once is enough for most shrubs.  Fertilize again in May and July if you want the plants to get larger. You can fertilize azaleas and other spring-blooming plants now.  Fertilizer will not affect flowering.  

* Asian ambrosia beetles bore into trees creating toothpick-looking columns of sawdust on the tree.  Protect trees by spraying Permethrin on the trunks before these pests get in. New, young trees are most susceptible as well as stressed trees. Trees may be more susceptible as they leaf out.

* Aphids, azalea lace bugs, many types of scale insects, white flies and pine bark beetles become active in March and April.  Look for these pests and treat as needed.

* Prune spring flowering plants (azalea, camellia, forsythia, spirea, etc.) anytime after bloom through mid-July.  
* Prune summer-bloomers and non-bloomers from January through early September. Do not conduct very heavy, renewal-type pruning after early March.
* Apply a 2 to 4 inch mulch around your shrubs.
* Start black spot sprays on susceptible roses when new leaves appear. Spray regularly.

* Before planting shrubs, make certain the shrub you have selected will not out-grow the site. Select shrubs that are hardy and pest-resistant.

LAWNS

* The single most effective step you can take to improve your lawn is to mow at the proper height for the type of lawn you have.  If you don’t know the lawn type or proper height call us or see www.georgiaturf.com. Be sure the mower blades are sharp and sit evenly for best results. Worn mower blades tear grass blades and may pull out sections of the lawn.
* Fertilize your lawn after it fully greens up – usually in April or May. 

* Wait until late April or May to seed.  
* Control lawn weeds now through late May, before weeds get large and the temperature gets too high to use herbicides. Do not use pre-emergence herbicides on lawns the first year.

* Water lawns and shrubs with about 3/4 to 1 inch of water when they get dry. Dry lawns will look grey, have rolled or wilted leaves. Footprints will show in dry lawns after they are walked on.

FLOWERS
* Prepare your beds for annual flowers. Do a soil test and add lime and fertilizer as needed. 
* Fertilize established perennials after all danger 
of frost is past.

* Fertilize bulbs when the plant gets two to three inches tall. Apply one pound of 10-10-10 per 100 square feet, or another equivalent fertilizer. 

* If you want to extend the pansy flower show - continue deadheading and fertilizing pansies. Fertilize pansies monthly with a granular fertilizer or bi-weekly with a liquid fertilizer. 

* Plant in sunny areas - cockscomb, zinnias, ageratum, purslane and marigolds.

* For shady areas consider begonias, impatiens, caladiums, coleus and hostas.

* Plant heat tolerant flowers when temperatures climb – probably late April or May.  These include ornamental pepper, cannas, Mexican petunia, annual periwinkle, salvia and summer phlox.

VEGETABLES

* Plan your vegetable garden. Leafy vegetables need at least 6 hours of sunlight daily to develop properly. Fruiting vegetables such as tomatoes, squash, eggplant and peppers prefer 8 to 10 hours of full sun. Garden rows should run east-west to maximize sunlight. Plant tall-growing crops, such as okra, pole beans and corn on the north side of other vegetables to avoid shading. Plant two or more rows of corn next to each other for better pollination.

* Make second plantings (about 2 weeks later) of quickly maturing crops such as turnips, mustard and radishes. Thin plants when they are two to three inches tall to give them plenty of room to grow.

* Harden off transplants before planting them in the garden. Place them outside in their containers in a sheltered spot a few days ahead of transplanting.

* Prepare rows for “warm-season” vegetables to be planted during the last week of March or first two weeks of April, as weather permits.

* By March 31 plant cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower, collards, carrots and greens.

* In April, plant your choices of the following “warm season” or “frost tender” crops: beans (snap, pole, or lima) cantaloupe, sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, okra, field peas, peppers, squash, tomatoes, and watermelons. Wait until mid-April or until soils warm well to plant sweet potatoes. Okra and peppers may also grow better if we wait until soils warm well before we plant.

UPCOMING EVENTS

* The Beltista Club's 12th annual Spring Home and Garden Show will be held April 1, 10 to 6 pm and April 2, 12 to 5pm at the Georgia Agricenter in Perry.  More than 70 vendors will sell a large variety of gardening and home accessories and the Master Gardeners of Central Georgia will be present to answer garden questions.  $5 at door. Call (478) 987-9643 for info.   
* Looking for a good gardening website? See the Georgia Center for Urban Agriculture site (www.gaurbanag.org ) or UGA Extension (www.ugaextension.org ) or Plant Facts (http://plantfacts.osu.edu/web/ )
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Garden Bench, a gardening publication of the University of Georgia Extension Service in Houston County, is published in both English and Spanish. If you would like to receive it by email, contact us at tberry1@alltel.net   It is also available in bulk for clubs and organizations or as single copies at Houston County garden centers. Call the Extension Office for details on receiving bulk copies – (478) 987-2028.

