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The Garden Bench
The Garden Bench is a free bi-monthly newsletter from the University of Georgia Extension in Houston County.  We provide research based information to assist Middle Georgia gardeners.  For more information see these websites. UGA Extension Service - www.ugaextension.org or the Georgia Center for Urban Agriculture – www.gaurbanag.org and Georgia Weather – www.georgiaweather.net
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                        Willie Chance, Houston County Extension Agent                                                     
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This year has been abnormally dry across the entire state of Georgia. Some areas of Georgia are in mild drought conditions.
Georgia is under the normal odd-even outdoor water use schedule. Odd-numbered addresses may water only on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays. Even-numbered and unnumbered addresses may water only on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays.  Do not water every other day on established plants. This is watering too often and can kill plants.
Save time, water, money and your landscape by following these tips:
Water lawns, shrubs and perennials with three-quarters to inch of water about once a week or one-half to three-quarters inch twice a week.  How long should your system run to put this much out?  Put a rain gauge or can under it, turn it on and time it.  Do not water again until the soil dries out.  This will usually be about once a week during dry weather, but you will probably have to water vegetables and annuals twice a week.  

Watering this way conserves water and produces a healthier plant with deeper roots.  

Water your landscape or garden from 9 p.m. to 9 a.m. to avoid the hottest part of the day and the greatest amount of evaporation and to lower the possibility of disease problems.
FRUIT AND NUT TREES

* Continue using the 'Home Orchard' or 'Home Fruit Tree' sprays on peaches and apples.  These should contain Captan and Malathion. Read and follow all label directions.  
* Fertilize fruit trees. Apples, pears, and figs may require more fertilizer after fruit set. See our website or contact your local Extension Office for recommendations.

* Thin fruit if set is too heavy.  This helps to keep limbs from breaking and produce better quality fruit. Remove apples, peaches and pears until you have one fruit every six inches along the stem.  Remove plums until you have one fruit every four to five inches.

* Apply mulch around fruit trees but do not place it right up against the tree trunk as this creates a path for insects and disease.

* Let peaches and plums ripen on the tree for best quality.
TREES AND SHRUBS


* Look for lace bugs under azalea leaves where they make brown, tarry spots.  The tops of the leaves will be speckled or silvery.  Spray twice with Sevin or Orthene about two weeks apart.  You can also use imidaclopid according to the label.

* You can shear small leafed hedges (dwarf yaupon, helleri holly, etc.) now through August.  Shear plants as rarely as possible.  Do not prune so heavily as to remove all new growth.

* Fertilize roses monthly. Continue black spot sprays on roses.  Rake up and discard fallen leaves that have the disease.  Try not to wet the leaves when you water.

* Powdery Mildew is a fungus that attacks leaves of dogwood, roses, euonymus, crape myrtle and other plants.  It looks like a white powder on the leaves. Established trees and shrubs can with stand the disease but you may want to prevent its spread on young or flowering plants.  Immunex is very good.  You can also use Fung Away or Daconil.  Follow all label directions.  Always plant mildew resistant crape myrtle varieties.

LAWN CARE
* How often do we fertilize lawns?  Bermuda - April, May, June, July and September.  St. Augustine & Zoysia - April, June, July and September.  Centipede lawns can be fertilized in the month of April and July, but once a year is probably better.  Do not fertilize if the lawn will not be watered properly.

* Seed lawns, de-thatch or vertical mow and aerate lawns now through June.

* Control lawn weeds now through late May before they get large and temperatures get too high to apply herbicides

* Service your mower and sharpen your blade to improve lawn quality.  Mow at the proper height for your lawn type.  Mow often enough so you do not remove more than 1/3 of the leaf at each mowing.  Mowing centipede too high can kill it!
Lawngrass
Mowing height (inches)                                                                  
Hybrid Bermuda

0.5 - 1.0

Zoysia
0.5 - 1.0

Centipede
1.0 - 1.5

Common Bermuda
1.0 - 2.0

St. Augustine              
2.0 - 3.0

FLOWERS

* Use a controlled release fertilizer when you plant annuals or fertilize monthly with a regular fertilizer.  Liquid fertilizers work quickly, but do not last very long.  They must be re-applied often, usually every 7 to 14 days.

* Continue to deadhead flowers of annuals and perennials. This will keep them from going to seed and may produce additional blooms. 
* If iris leaves appear thin and limp, check the roots for iris borers.  These grub-like worms can destroy an iris bed.
* If you love to garden but don’t have a lot of time, choose plants that are easy to maintain.  Annuals that do not need deadheading include begonia, impatiens, coleus, alyssum, ageratum, lobelia, vinca and salvia.                                                            *For easier care of large plants, sink a large can or plastic bottle with holes in the bottom into the ground near the plant.  Fill can with water or weak fertilizer solutions to water or fertilize the plants.

VEGETABLES

* Most important steps to take now are proper watering and weed control. Most gardens need an inch of water a week. Some vegetables need more.
* Hand weeding is most effective in the garden. Once you get things weeded use newspaper covered with a thick layer of mulch to block new weeds. Mulch to control weeds and slow water loss.  
* Root tomato suckers to produce more plants.  
* Plant sweet corn and beans every two weeks through June for an extended harvest.

* Keep vegetables harvested, well watered and fertilized to continue production.  Fertilize every four weeks if needed.  
* Bacterial wilt and fungal wilt rapidly wilt tomato plants.  There is no cure or prevention for bacterial wilt.  Plant varieties resistant to fungal wilt.  Look for the letter F after the variety name - like Betterboy VFN.   These varieties are resistant to the fungal wilt.  
* Tomato spotted wilt virus attacks the top of tomato plants.  It stunts the plant and makes the foliage look wilted.  The leaves may have dark discolorations. Fruit can have rings on it. Remove badly infected plants. Plant resistant varieties like Amelia and Stiletto. 

MISCELLANEOUS  

* Keep a garden journal to record your gardening triumphs and opportunities, weather, when and what is planted, and your results.  Pick up a copy of our Garden Journal for only $5. The Journal is a Master Gardener fund raiser that promotes “Learning for Life” and supports Junior Master Gardener and other Houston County Extension programs.
The University of Georgia and Fort Valley State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the counties of the state cooperating.  Cooperative Extension offers educational programs, assistance and materials to all people without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex or disability.  An equal opportunity/affirmative action organization committed to a diverse work force.
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The Garden Bench, a gardening publication of the University of Georgia Extension Service in Houston County, is published in both English and Spanish. If you would like to receive it by email, contact us at tberry1@alltel.net   It is also available in bulk for clubs and organizations or as single copies at Houston County garden centers. Call the Extension Office for details on receiving bulk copies – (478) 987-2028.

