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Lately I have been watching the weather more intensely than usual in hopes of some warm days.  I know that in July I will be hoping for it to cool down but this winter has given me and my three little ones a serious case of cabin fever.  I realized just how extreme this winter has been while talking with my 87 year old Paw-paw the other day. While discussing farming, family and life he commented that this had been the most enduring cold winter he can remember, he was born September 24th, 1922 so that is a pretty good span and it made me realize how extreme this winter really had been.  

The good news is warmer weather is in store and spring is on its way so what kind of spring maintenance can we do outside?

Now is a good time for any last minute pruning that was delayed by cold days.  Prune roses and most other non-spring blooming plants now, prior to their new flush.  Early spring blooming plants can be pruned immediately after blooming if they need a trim.

Spring is also a good time to fertilize shrubs.  Shrubs do well with a slow release fertilizer applied in March or early April.  Care should be taken to make sure that excess fertilizer is not applied as this can pollute local water sources and cause excess growth.

March is also a great time to begin preparing flower beds.  Although it is too early to actually plant tender annuals, it is a great time to begin tilling and adding composts to the beds.  When preparing flower beds, make sure that the beds have proper drainage to help with root development.  Other shrubs can be planted in the landscape now as well.  Make sure to check for site recommendations for each plant to help insure healthy plants.
To prevent weeds in flower beds layers of landscape fabric weed cloth, mulch or a pre-emergent can be added to help with control.  Pre-emergent herbicides are used to prevent the weed seed from germinating and therefore should be applied early before seeds have begun the germination process.

Vegetable gardens are another area that could use a bit of early planning.  Taking a soil sample, ordering seed and starting some seeds indoors are great ways to begin planning for tasty success.

Houseplants can go back outside as daytime temperatures climb above 50 degrees. It is a good idea to bring plants back in, however, if the nighttime temperature dips much cooler than 45 degrees. Clean up ferns by removing old, crumpled foliage and re-pot any houseplants that have become root bound. Begin to get back on a regular watering and fertilizing schedule as the days get warmer.

Don’t forget about your equipment. If you didn’t do it at the beginning of winter, it is a good idea to drain and change the oil in your roto-tillers, weed eaters and mowers. Be sure that all nuts, bolts and belts are tight and that any blades are sharp. Check hand tools such as shovels, hoes and rakes for cracked or dry handles. Treat them with linseed oil or paint them to protect them and extend their life.

Spring is a season of anticipation and outdoor fun. By accomplishing a few gardening chores early, we can enjoy a beautiful landscape throughout the year.

