MONROE COUNTY 4-H’ERS SCORE WELL IN STATE LIVESTOCK JUDGING CONTEST

Monroe County’s Junior 4-H livestock judging team captured 2nd place at the State 4-H Livestock Judging Contest held at UGA Livestock Instructional Arena in Athens on March 26, 2011. 

Members of the team were: Aiyana Smith, Caroline Waldrep, Jessica White and Katie Sanders.

At the State competition, the 4-H’ers matched judging skills against other teams from all over Georgia.  The contestants judged three classes of beef cattle, three classes of swine and two classes of sheep, according to John Pope, County Extension Agent and team coach.  

Each class contained four animals, and each team member placed them according to the proper characteristics of breeding and market animals such as conformation, finish and breed character.  To back up their decision, John Pope said each member gave oral reasons for their placement of the animals in certain classes.  4-H’ers also answered two sets of questions based on their observations in certain classes.

The state contest culminated five months of weekly practices for the team.  Through their participation in Livestock Judging, these youth have practiced important life skills including goal setting, decision making, communication, teamwork, contribution to group effort, self motivation, critical thinking, problem solving, planning, organizing, keeping records, and cooperation.  

4-H’ers receiving individual honors included Caroline Waldrep placed 10th and Katie Sanders placed 5th overall. Katie Sanders also placed 2nd in Beef Cattle and Jessica White placed 3rd in Swine and 3rd in Questions.

Monroe County Extension/ 4-H staff is very proud of each of these youth. 

For more information on the 4-H Livestock Program contact: Monroe County Cooperative Extension/4-H at 90 MLK Drive, Forsyth, GA 31029 or call us at 478-994-7014. 
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