INDIVIDUAL COMMUNITY GARDENING AGREEMENT

The Newton County Community Garden at Porterdale is under the management of Hands On Newton – Newton County Community Partnership, Newton County Extension, and City of Porterdale (Garden Group).  The Garden Group abides by Georgia state laws, Newton County ordinances, and City of Porterdale rules and regulations applicable to this garden site.

The Garden Group is pleased by your interest in becoming a community gardener.  This garden will afford you an opportunity to grow your own nutritious food and create a beautiful spot in Newton County, Georgia.  You are agreeing to share use of land on which you will garden with other Newton County friends and neighbors.

With this consent, you are participating in a shared agreement with both rights and responsibilities.  Community gardeners are welcome to use a plot and share care of the garden with the following understandings:

Your Rights as a Community Gardener
1.  You have the right to garden for one year from date of plot assignment, knowing that City of Porterdale owns the property and reserves the right to close the garden at any time.  Renewal from one year to the next is based upon payment of the non-refundable annual gardening fee and upon adherence to this and specific garden agreements.

2.  You have the right to amenities provided by the Garden Group such as access to water and hoses. 

3.  You have the right to equal opportunity and non-discrimination in all actions related to the operation of the garden.  

4.  You have the right to a harmonious gardening environment and to appropriate conflict resolution measures if necessary.

5.  You have the right to the use of your produce.

6.  You have the right to request financial assistance with the annual gardening fee.

7.  You have a right to receive an orientation to the garden and to participate in educational workshops provided by the Garden Group.

With rights come responsibilities.  Because you and your fellow gardeners have these rights, you also share a collective responsibility.  You agree that these responsibilities include things that are standard for all gardens and other responsibilities that may be determined by the Garden Group.

Responsibilities Standard for the Community Garden:

1.  Anyone who works in the garden must complete a volunteer application for Hands On Newton.

2.  Do not plant, harvest or weed in any plot not assigned to you, except as organized on garden workdays or by prior agreement with the plot holder.  Violations will result in having your plot reassigned.

3.  Plant your plot by April 30 and keep it planted all season long. If a plot is neglected or untended for fourteen (14) calendar days, the Garden Group will issue a notice that the plot will be reassigned unless corrective action is immediately taken.  You cannot give your plot away to anyone else; only the Garden Group can reassign plots.

4.  Participate in common workdays or events scheduled by the Garden Group for the overall management of the garden, i.e. weeding, tilling, planting, fertilizing, training workshops, etc.  

5.  Community areas are tended by all gardeners and will be designated and assigned at each spring and fall planting.

6.  Provide your own tools and supplies such as fertilizers, lime and seeds.  You may use compost from the common pile in the garden.

7.  Water your own plot, complying with the local water regulations and using best management practices for water.

8.  Maintain your plot and paths surrounding your plot clear and free of weeds.  

9.  Do not plant tall crops such as corn or sunflowers to avoid shading other plots.

10.  Use chemical pesticides per the label and ONLY in a way that does not carry over to neighboring plots.

11.  Do not alter the dimensions of a plot or of the surrounding area.

12.  Keep common areas clear of tools and debris.

13.  Do not bring pets to the garden.

14.  Children must be under adult supervision at all times.

15.  Gardeners understand that neither the Garden Group nor owners of the land are responsible for your actions.  GARDENERS THEREFORE AGREE TO HOLD HARMLESS THE GARDEN GROUP AND OWNERS OF THE LAND FOR ANY LIABILITY, DAMAGE, LOSS OR CLAIM THAT OCCURS IN CONNECTION WITH USE OF THE GARDEN BY THE GARDENER OR ANY OF THEIR GUESTS.
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