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Farmers and Agribusiness, 
 
There’s lots going on down on the farm, with peanut planting, 
corn fertilizing and weed control and cotton planting and 
preparation for planting and lots of irrigating. Some fields have 
been irrigated 3 times and a crop still hasn’t been planted. 
(They were irrigated to prepare ground for planting.)  
We have been fortunate in spots to catch a few showers, like 
the field below where they got enough rain to plant peanuts on 
Tuesday. 
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Do you get my drift? 
 
I just pulled up our Donalsonville Weather station at www.georgiaweather.net and saw that the 
wind speed is 17 mph, and it reminds me of the three calls I’ve been on this week concerning 
spots on corn caused by herbicide drift from nearby fields.  I asked one of our weed scientists 
for some advice concerning drift control. 
 
Dr Eric Prostko, UGA Extension Crop Scientist, has the following tips to prevent drift. 
 
There is no management practice that will prevent drift when spraying in 10+ MPH 
winds!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
 Other things to consider: 
 
a) Spray early in the AM or late in the evening when winds are generally lower.  I have found 
the Weather Channel to be a pretty good predictor of wind speed.  You can type in your 
location then look at the hourly forecast which also provides anticipated wind speed.   
 
b) Use nozzles designed to minimize the production of fine droplets (I use 11002DG (Drift 
Guard Nozzles in all my research) 
 
c) Use a drift control agent.  Ask your local dealer.  I have no UGA data to support their use but 
there is some data out there from other places to suggest that they will help. 
 
d) Lower boom heights as much as possible but remember boom heights should be adjusted 
according to spray tip angle and spacing.  Refer to slide below.  You will note that larger angle 
nozzles (11002 vs 8002) have lower minimum spray heights 
 
e) do not spray in high winds 
f) do not spray in high winds 
g) do not spray in high winds 
h) did I forget to say do not spray in high winds 
 
i) Use a pre herbicide on every crop acre to provide some level of initial weed control and more 
importantly buy time when winds are uncooperative and/or large acreages prevent timely 
POST applications 
 

http://www.georgiaweather.net/
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Herbicide drift onto corn 
seen this week.. 
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We took an interesting tour of the 
swamps below New Orleans last week. 
 
If you want to see this 12 foot wild 
Louisiana swamp gator be kissed, go to 
this video we shot. You can see here 
that he has teeth as he snacks on a full 
sized marshmallow. You know what the 
bad thing is? I felt safer and more at 
home in the swamp than on Bourbon 
Street. 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/user/rethredge?feature=mhum 
 
 
 
Snap beans are liking the warm 
weather and irrigation.  They’ll 
make and then we’ll plant cotton 
behind them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cotton Scout Schools: Cotton insect scouting schools are annually held at various 
locations in Georgia. These programs offer basic information on cotton insects and 
scouting procedures and will serve as a review for experienced scouts and 
producers and as an introduction to cotton insect monitoring for new scouts.  

 

http://www.youtube.com/user/rethredge?feature=mhum
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Wheat is progressing 
well and we’re looking 
at a good crop I 
believe. We usually 
do well with wheat 
when we have a dry 
spring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
James Hadden and Bryan Baxley 
with Syngenta, came out to look at 
some of their company’s corn with 
me. They’re researching fungicide 
applications for disease control 
and plant health.  
We found no disease in this field 
and hopefully we won’t see any for 
a while. Last year was probably 
the worst Southern Rust year 
we’ve had but farmers still had 
extremely good yields where it 
was controlled.   
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Question of the Week 
Last week’s question concerned our state reptile’s feet,  he is a tortoise and his feet were 
made for digging not swimming like the aquatic turtles. 
 
I was called out to identify and suggest controls for this pond weed this week. What aquatic 
weed is this and how is it different from most other weeds? 
 
Bonus question: We noticed that Easter came late this year. How is the date for Easter 
determined? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Later, 
Rome 
 
 
Rome Ethredge 

Seminole County Extension Agent 


