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 Here’s Dee Miller with some peanuts that he has blasted the outer hull off of and we just 

evaluated them for maturity.  They’ll get to digging a lot of goobers very soon. He said he was 

going to go plow up some end rows and get them picked and out of the way.  Most peanuts 

we’ve tested show about normal maturity but field harvest order is surprising sometimes with 

earlier planted fields not needing to be plowed up in that specific order. 
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 It’s not hard at all to tell where the irrigation comes to in a field that has dry corners planted 

to peanut. In some fields like this one with deep sandy soil, the peanuts out from under the 

water are very stressed. 
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 Peanuts being dug here in Jakin Georgia. Here’s Freeman Johnson, Carey Cannon, and 

Scout Jimmy Miller 

checking on some good looking dryland peanuts. We were trying to decide when to dig them 

and Carey dug a round to get a better look. He said he was very grateful for the 6 tenths inch 

rain that made them look much better and will greatly help on digging. He plans to wait a few 

more days and get the rest of them on top of the ground. These are the first peanuts they’ve 

had a digger in this year.  Dryland peanuts have had a tough life but we’re hoping for the best 

on yields and grades. 

Corn after Corn 

September 2, 2011 

We are fortunate to live in an area with a long growing season.  I was asked to look at some 

corn planted after a very good corn crop was harvested from this field and I was surprised at 

the growth we already have here and it’s on track for a pretty good second crop of corn.  This 

corn was planted on July 22 and here 40 days later, it’s chin high to me.  It’s southern rust 

resistant corn, thankfully, but we still sometimes see southern rust on this variety of corn due 

to having different races of rust out there. Thankfully there isn’t much disease apparent in 

this field right now except for some Northern Corn leaf Blight. The grower will make a 

fungicide spray soon and probably another spray later due to the fact that late in the year , 

disease presure is usually high.  We’ll watch it close for insect problems as well although the 

transgenic built in insect control will help there as well and keep it wet. Our yield goal for corn 

planted this late is around 100 bushels or so. 
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September 2, 2011 

Here’s some good cotton defoliation information from Dr Guy Collins, UGA Extension Crop 

Scientist. 
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Crop Consultant Wes Briggs and I were looking at some cotton yesterday and this field is 

approaching 50% open bolls and recent open weather has the lint looking good. 
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Question of the Week – Gecko 

 

 

The answer to last week’s Question is Mediterranean Gecko. Hal Earnest of Agri AFC 

answered correctly.  I had some other incorrect answers like “Two Step” gecko, the gentleman 

thought it was poisonious and you could only take 2 steps after getting bitten by it. It is not 

poisonious and is good because it eats insects.  We’ve been seeing these Mediterranean Geckos 

in Donalsonville for a couple of years but in the past year they seem to have increased in 

numbers. I think maybe they like the gnats.  I’ve had 3 brought in recently for me to identify. 

Unlike any native lizard, geckos have sticky toe pads, vertical pupils, and their large eyes lack 

eyelids. 

Range and Habitat: As its name implies, the Mediterranean gecko is an old-world species, 

most common in Southern Europe and Northern Africa. It has been introduced in many 

tropical areas worldwide, including many areas in the Southeastern United States. This 

species has been widely introduced in Florida but its distribution is patchier than that of the 

indo-pacific gecko. It has also been found in a few counties in Southern Georgia. In almost all 

areas, this species is associated with human development, and it is seldom found far from 

buildings with outdoor lights. 

Habits: Introduced geckos are almost completely nocturnal. Their sticky toe pads allow them 

to climb walls and they are often observed perched on walls around outside lights, waiting to 

grab insects attracted to the light. By day, these lizards hide in cracks, crevices, and under tree 

bark. 

Prey:  Geckos eat a wide variety of insects, spiders, and other invertebrates. 

Reproduction: Female Mediterranean geckos lay several clutches of two eggs throughout the 

summer. Instances of communal nesting have been reported, with several females laying their 

eggs together under bark, in crevices, or in moist soil. 

Abundance: The Mediterranean gecko is firmly established in Florida and is spreading 

northward. It is almost always associated with human development and is an abundant species 

in suburban and urban areas. 

Notes: This species’ adaptability has made it a very successful invader.  Unlike most lizards, 

geckos are capable of vocalizing, often making squeaking or barking noises in territorial 

disputes or to deter a predator 
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Some of the above info came from the Savannah River Site webpage. 

This weeks question is,  “What is this bloom on and does this plant need to bloom to be 

productive?” 

 

Wheat Varieties for Georgia 

September 2, 2011 
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Dewey Lee, UGA Extension Grains Scientist, provided us with this 

list of recommended wheat varieties for this year. Also he has some recommended varieties of 

oats and Triticale and Barley for Georgia. 

Wheat seed last year. 
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Souffle’ Soon 

September 2, 2011 

 

Here’s Yancey Trawick in his sweet potato patch.  Five acres is a good many sweet potato 

souffle’s with marshmallows on top. They are growing well and are about 60 days old. We 

believe they’ll be ready for digging in about a month or so  and he’ll be selling them from the 

field. It’s taken a lot of water and care but they really look good at this point.  In the photo are 

Beauregards but he also has 3 other varieties; OHenrys, Peurto Ricans, and Covingtons. 

Later, 

Rome 

http://seminolecropnews.wordpress.com/2011/09/02/souffle-soon/
http://seminolecropnews.files.wordpress.com/2011/09/dsc9214.jpg
http://seminolecropnews.files.wordpress.com/2011/09/dsc9214.jpg

