
 

Seminole Crop News 

Peanuts We Dig’em 

November 7, 2011 

The National Peanut Festival is going on this week in Dothan, Alabama. Lots of interesting things 

to see and do there. The exhibits are very good and we are happy that the Seminole County 4H 

Fair Booth entry earned 1st place. Our County Extension Secretary, Judy Barber, heads up this 

event and does a great job every year on Fair Booths in Dothan and Albany as well as some of her 

work has been displayed at the Agrirama and the Rural Development Center in Tifton, Georgia. 
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Question of the Week – Grapefruit 

November 7, 2011 

 

Here's some of Luke's grapefruits. 

Luke Johnson was pointing at lots of grapefruits on his tree. 

This is a big tree and does very well. Citrus is iffy where we live and hard cold can kill back trees. 

Often I get the question about why a citrus tree had been making pretty good fruit and then after 

a freeze kills back the top, the next year it produces a completely different fruit? How can this 

happen? 

What has happened is that the portion above the graft line has been killed and you have the 

rootstock left which produces an undesirable, tart fruit, often full of seeds. Often the limbs from 

rootstock growth will have lots of thorns on them. 

Folks with the most success with citrus here plant them on the South side of a building and cover 

them during hard cold. 

Here’s this week’s question. 

What is this and what’s it good for?
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2011 Georgia Cotton Varieties Planted and Shifts 

November 7, 2011 

2011 Georgia Cotton Varieties Planted and Shifts in Seed Technology Dr. Don Shurley, UGA Extension Ag 

Economist, Dr. Guy Collins, UGA Extension Crop Scientist and Dr. Jared Whitaker, UGA Extension Crop 

Scientist  

 

Since the elimination of single-gene Bt seed technology from the market after the 2009 season, there has been a 

major shift in varieties and seed technology planted by Georgia cotton producers. Cotton seed including technology 

fees, depending on the number of seed per bag, can cost over $500 to almost $600 per bag. Seed and associated tech 

fees can cost approximately $80 per acre. So, the decision on variety and technology is a major one, not only from 

an expense standpoint, but it also determines the herbicide and insecticide management regime for the upcoming 

growing season. 
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In 2009, Georgia producers planted 82.5% of the crop to one variety—DP 555 BR. Other varieties and technologies 

were planted on a much smaller amount of acreage.  

Single-gene Bt technology (B or BR varieties) began to be phased out in 2010. Single-gene varieties for 2010 

planting were limited to 2009 end-of-season remaining seed inventories. DP 555 BR still accounted for about 25% 

of Georgia cotton acreage in 2010. Acreage of the new “09” and “10” Deltapine (DP) varieties increased. DP 0949 

B2RF increased 10 percentage points and DP 1048 B2RF and 1050 B2RF accounted for over 9% of acres in 2010. 

Phytogen (PHY) Widestrike® varieties (W, WR, and WRF) and FiberMax (FM) Liberty-Link® (LL and LLB2) and 

B2F varieties also increased significantly beginning in 2010 as acreage of DP 555 BR decreased. Among the top 12 

varieties, PHY varieties accounted for 21.5% of Georgia acreage compared to only 5.2% in 2009. FM varieties 

accounted for 14% of acreage among the top 12 in 2010 compared to only 1.3% in 2009. 

This season (2011) the top variety planted in the state was DP 1050 B2RF—accounting for 25% of Georgia acreage. 

This was followed by DP 1048 B2RF, PHY 375 WRF, PHY 565 WRF, and FM 1845 LLB2 rounding out the top 5. 
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There are many factors that determine a producer’s decision on which seed variety and technology to plant. Among 

others, these factors include performance (yield and fiber quality), cost, availability, weed and insect management, 

and more recently, management of glyphosate-resistant Palmer Amaranth.  

In 2009, prior to the scale-down and elimination of DP 555 BR and other single-gene Bt varieties, BR technology 

comprised 83% of Georgia acreage. This was almost entirely DP 555 BR. Two-gene cottons (B2 and W) comprised 

approximately 14% of acreage. As DP 555 BR was eliminated, acreage began to shift to B2 and W varieties. In 

2010, BR cotton’s declined approximately 57% and B2 and W cotton’s increased an almost equal amount at 58.5%. 

This season, 65.2% of Georgia acreage was planted to B2RF (Bollgard II® Roundup-Ready Flex®) technology. This 

was followed by WRF (Widestrike® Roundup-Ready Flex®) technology at 24.3%. Liberty-Link® (LL and LLB2) 

varieties accounted for 8.4% of acreage in 2011 compared to less than 1% in 2009. Availability and use of W and 

WR varieties has decreased and WRF increased. 

In tandem with the loss of DP 555 BR, cotton producers have also faced the increasing challenge of glyphosate 

(Roundup®) resistance. Although Roundup-Ready® technology still comprises the majority of Georgia acreage, 

resistance and the loss of DP 555 BR have likely contributed to the shift of some acreage to LL (glufosinate-tolerant 

or Ignite®) and W technologies. Ignite® herbicide is occasionally used on Widestrike® cotton although not 

recommended by UGA and not endorsed by Dow AgroSciences or Bayer CropScience.  

Kudzu Bug 

November 4, 2011 

Although we haven’t seen the Kudzu Bug, Megacopta cribraria, here in Seminole County, it has 

been found in 143 Georgia Counties. It affects Kudzu and soybeans predominately. They can eat 

all the Kudzu they want but stay out of our soybean fields. Here’s some more information and 

photos from Dr Phillip Roberts, UGA Extension Entomologist. 

WHEN TO TREAT: We are suggesting 3-5 kudzu bugs per plant as an action threshold. Kudzu 

bug infestations tend to be 

higher on field margins. When scouting fields be sure to walk the entire field and get an estimate 

of the 

overall infestation. When large migrations are occurring, re-infestations of adults may occur 7 to 

14 days following 

treatment. When reproduction is occurring in fields it is likely that the threshold of 3-5 bugs 

(adults and/or 

immatures) per plant will be exceeded. 

Nymphs have a long developmental time (about 6 weeks); if nymphal infestations are not 

controlled they will be feeding on plants for an extended time. 

INSECTICIDES: 

During 2010 we evaluated several classes of insecticides for kudzu bug efficacy. Kudzu bugs are 

not a difficult 

insect to kill, however re-infestations of adults can occur fairly soon after application. Insecticides 

listed in the 

Pest Management Handbook for control of stink bugs should provide good control of kudzu bugs. 

http://seminolecropnews.wordpress.com/2011/11/04/kudzu-bug/


 

Kudzu Bug 

 

Nymphs and adult bugs 

 

Kudzu bug egg cases and hatchout. 
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Adult Kudzu Bugs 

 

Click on this Video link to see a slide show concerning the Kudzu Bug. 
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Later, 

 

Rome 
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