
AN EXPLANATION OF WHY YOU BUILD YOUR TERRARIUM LIKE THIS.  

Why Pebbles? The pebbles at the bottom allow excess water to flow to the bottom of the 
bottle. This will prevent it from soaking the soil and making it muddy. As the temperature 
inside the bottle rises from sunlight the water will be drawn up into the bottle. It becomes 
like the earth with a nice cycle of water flow just like rain. Dew will even collect on the inside 
top of your bottle then slowly drip down onto the plants like rain.  

Why the Activated Charcoal? If you put a thin layer of charcoal (1/2 inch) in your terrarium 
it acts as a filter purifying the water as it flows up and down. the plants and the bacteria in 
the soil can cause the inside of the terrarium to get very dirty and even to rot. You can 
purchase this kind of charcoal at an aquarium store or any well stocked pet store.  

Why the Spaghnum or Spanish Moss? this simply acts as a screen to prevent your soil 
from settling down into the rocks yet it allows the water to flow smoothly.  

Why the Soil? This is the nutrition for the plants. They will absorb the nutrients from the 
soil with their roots.  

Why the Moss on the top of the soil? This is just to make it look nicer! It is totally 
optional.  

OKAY! Let's build our terrarium 

Step 1: Draw a line around the bottle about six inches up. 
I use a neat little trick to make a nice straight line.  
I rest the marker on the top of an upside down coffee cup  
then I rotate the 2 liter bottle. It makes a nice straight line.  

  

  

  

  

Cut the bottle along the line with a pair of scissors. You may need to start a small hole in 
the bottle before you can cut it with the scissors. Please ask a parent or adult to help you 
with this cutting of the bottle.  

  

  

  


