








ple in this site. If root-knot nematodes are present, do
not plant figs.

Rust: Fig rust attacks the leaves, usually in late
summer. Severely infected leaves turn yellow-brown
and drop. The underside of the fallen leaves will have
numerous small, somewhat raised, reddish brown
spots. These spots are often covered with a dusty
golden-yellow mass of rust spores.

Fig rust is usually not fatal, but repeated epidemics
will weaken the plant. In any given year, heavy leaf
drop from rust will reduce size and quality of the fruit.

Gather all infected leaves from the ground under the
bushes in the fall and remove them from the area.

Souring: Fig fruit souring is caused by yeasts spread
by insects. Souring becomes noticeable as the figs begin
to ripen. A souring fig will often show gas bubbles,
scummy masses oozing from the eye, or both. These
figs will give off an offensive fermented odor. Souring
cannot be controlled with chemical sprays. The only
control is to grow fig varieties that have a tight or closed
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eye that prevents insects form entering the fig fruit.

Pink Blight: Pink blight appears as a dirty white to
pale pink velvety growth on dying and dead twigs. It
usually occurs in the interior of the tree. Remove in-
fected branches and prune the tree to allow good air
movement within the tree.

Leaf Blight (Thread Blight): Leaf blight is another
fungus disease that attacks leaves and fruit. Infection
may start as a semicircular brown spot at the base of
the leaf. Some leaves shrivel and die; others may be
covered with brown spots that break out to leave ir-
regular holes. During hot, wet weather, leaves can die
and drop very quickly. Dead leaves are often matted
together and held to the tree by thread-like strands
similar to spider webs.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

A good source of information for fig enthusiasts is
The North American Fruit Explorers, 1716 Apples
Road, Chapin, IL 62628.
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