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Here is a �µhit�¶ of white 
mold in the field. 

Upon further inspection, we can 
see some white mold in the peanut 
crop. 
Southern Stem Rot is caused by 
Sclerotium rolfsii. 

Here you can see white mold in the 
crown of the peanut plant.  Entire 
limbs on plants may wilt and die as a 
result of the fungus decaying stems 
near the crown of plants. After the stem rot fungus has killed 

peanut tissues and consumed all 
available food, the fungus produces 
survival structures, called sclerotia. In 
the photo above you can see 
different the levels of maturity.  
Sclerotia is about the size of a 
mustard seed and starts off white, 
then tan, then finally dark brown 
when mature.   


