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Karl Zimmer has served as President & CEO of Premium Peanut since July 2015.  Formed in the fall of 2014 and located in Douglas, Georgia, Premium Peanut is a grower-owned peanut sheller with close to $300 million in annual revenue, processing close to 15% of the U.S.’s peanut crop.  The company also operates a crush facility for peanut oil and recently announced an expansion into S. Carolina, starting construction on a greenfield specialty shelling facility.  Karl also serves as the Chairman of the American Peanut Council and is a past Chairman of the American Peanut Shellers Association.    
Prior to joining Premium Peanut, Karl Zimmer spent close to fourteen years with a Fortune 500 global manufacturer of copper and aluminum wire & cable products, where his last assignment was as Senior Vice President Sub-Saharan Africa, Global Supply Chain, and Europe & Africa Product Supply.  In these roles, for which he and his wife lived in Barcelona, Spain, he led all manufacturing, engineering, and supply chain activities across two continents, encompassing 12 plants and over 2,000 associates.  
Karl began his career at General Electric in 1999 after completing six quarters of co-op assignments with GE Aircraft Engines, including a six-month assignment in Munich, Germany.
Mr. Zimmer received a Bachelor’s degree in Industrial Engineering from the University of Cincinnati in Ohio, and resides in Douglas, Georgia with his wife Joan.  
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